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GARBAGE-REDUCTION PLANT NOT A NUISANCE. 

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO DECIDES THAT A LEGALLY AUTHORIZED AND PROP- 
ERLY CONDUCTED GARBAGE-REDUCTION PLANT IS NOT A PUBLIC NUISANCE. 

A company which owned and operated a reduction plant for dis- 
posing of the garbage of the city of Toledo was indicted for main- 
taining a public nuisance. On the trial it appeared that the contract 
between the city and the company was made under express legis- 
lative authority, that the plant was erected and operated under 
strict supervision by municipal officers, and that it was conducted 
with as little annoyance to persons in the vicinity as possible. 

The jury found that offensive odors came from the plant, and the 
lower court took the view that it was a nusiance. A fine was imposed 
and the court ordered the nuisance abated. Compliance with this 
order would have necessitated the abandonment of the plant. 

The Supreme Court of Ohio reversed the judgment, holding that as 
the plant was constructed and operated for the benefit of the public 
and by legislative authority, it could not be successfully prosecuted 
as a public nuisance. The court intimated, however, that if the work 
of reduction was done in such a way as to cause unnecessary distuib- 
ance or annoyance to persons in the vicinity damages might bo 
recovered. 

The opinion is printed in full on page 3507 of this issue of the 
Public Health Reports. 

A WATER-BORNE DYSENTERY EPIDEMIC. 

CAUSED BY USING WATER FROM AN AUXILIARY FIRE CONNECTION. 

By H. A. Whittakek, Director Division of Sanitation, Minnesota State Board of Health. 

On October 24, 1914, an outbreak of dysentery among the em- 
ployees of the St. Paul Union Stock Yards Co. at South St. Paul, 
Minn., was reported by the Live Stock Exchange Co. to the Minnesota 
State Board of Health. Investigation showed that about 80 of these 
employees developed symptoms of dysentery between October 21 and 
24, the majority of them on the night of October 21. It also brought 
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